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Oatley Uniting Church 
PO Box 73, Oatley                                   https://oatley.uca.org.au/  

Mission Statement: Loving, Caring, Transforming 
our community through Jesus Christ. 

 

Pentecost 4 and Pentecost 5                    16 and 23 June, 2024 

      

The Healing at the Pool of Bethesda 

So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick up 
your mat and walk?” The man who was healed had no idea 
who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that 
was there.          John 5:12-13 

 It’s a feast time. Jesus is on His own, wandering through the 
city of Jerusalem, and He comes to the Pool of Bethesda. He goes 
in. 
 This is a place best avoided. People come here with their sick 
relatives: wounded people with broken limbs, sores, all manner of 
conditions not healing naturally. And sick people, dying; people 
coming hopelessly, as a last resort for diseases that won’t heal. 
They hope this holy spa might heal them. 
 Here Jesus comes across a man who has been at this place for 
thirty-eight years (verse 5)! Here he is, dropped off every morning 
and left to fend for himself; to plunge into the water by himself when 
this ‘angel’ suddenly appears. As if he could! He’s all alone and he 
can’t get up. 
 And Jesus talks to him. Next thing: Jesus tells the man to get up 
with his mat and walk. And he does! He doesn’t seem to notice Je-
sus, who slips away in the crowd. 
 The man doesn’t seem to know what to do. First, he goes to the 
temple, carrying his mat. He is told he mustn’t carry a mat, because 
it’s Sabbath. But he says that the person who healed him told him to 
carry it. Who healed you? He doesn’t know. He doesn’t go home. 
He seems in a complete daze. All he knows is that he is walking! 
 This man has been so wrapped up in his own misery, his  

incapacity, his rejection, his broken-heartedness and isolation, that 

he has missed Jesus. 

 A bit later, Jesus meets him again in the temple. Now he regis-

ters who his healer has been.  And Jesus says to him: ‘Go away and 

don’t sin any more or worse will happen to you.’ 
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Hall Bookings: Please contact Rosemary Cooper  
– on 0402 428 560 – for all Hall Bookings. 

Please also let her know if you would like to borrow any equipment.  
Your prompt return of any borrowed items is appreciated. 

For all pastoral matters contact Rev Alex Thomas 
H: 8411 2383  :  M: 0448 35 35 39  :  E: alexth@optusnet.com.au 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO NEWSLETTER 
Pip Watts—0403 758 487—Please leave a message. 

 OR Email: pippa0183@gmail.com 
Email heading subject: NEWSLETTER  


