SUNDAY
WORSHIP
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AND

6.00PM

Oatley Uniting Church

PO Box 73, Oatley https://oatley.uca.org.au/

Mission Statement: Loving, Caring, Transforming
our community through Jesus Christ.

11 Auvgust and 18 August, 2024

Pentecost 12 and Pentecost 13

Our Great God

The Lord is my shepherd, | shall not be in want.
Ezalm 231

David's life was something like a roller coaster. At one point
we find him on the mountaintop, rejoicing in a great victory.
Turn the page and we find him in the pit, despairng of life
and harassed by his enemies. Through it all there is one
constant. David knew God in a personal way, and he
praised God and worshipped Him for who He is.

David's words give us a marvelows portrait of God. There is
rione like Him; no one can be compared to the Lord. The
pramises of men may go unfulfiled, but the Word ofthe Lard
is true and trusteworthy. David goes on to say: God is my
rock, my strength and power, my hiding place, my fortress in
whom | am safe, my high tower, my stronghold. Am | in
distress? God is my deliverer. Are the fiery darts of the
enemy pelting me? God is my shield. Am | pursued by the
enemy of my soul? The Lord is my refuge.

What does all this mean to me? If the problems of life
threaten to sink me under the load, He is my support; | can
cast all my cares upon Him. If 've lost my direction in the
dark, His Word is my lamp, showing me the way. If | am
oppressed, He saves me from him who seeks the ruin of my
soul.

If the Lord is our God, we will submit ouwr will to Him and
depend on His power, wisdom, and goodness to see us
safely home.

Prayer: Lord, | want to be like David. When my soul is
downcast, put a song of praise in my mouth, and show me
how to worship Youw for the great God that You are. Amen.

To Ponder. The very God that David described is my God.
He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

Rev Alex Thomas

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR 11 August
Pentecost 12

2 Bamuesl 18:3-9, 15. 31-33 : Psalm 130
Ep]:l.=swm4_._ 52 John 6:35, 41-51
LECTIONARY READING S FOR 18 August
Pentecost 13

1 Kings 2:10-12; 331-33 : PFsalm 111
Ephsasians 3:13-20 John 6:351-38

SAMARITAN'S PURSE—OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Each month until October we, as a church, will be collecting items
to fill Christmas boxes for children across our wordd who do not
know the joy of receiving a gift. This is also part of a worldwide out-
reach to bring them the joy of knowing Jesus Christ as their sav-
iour. For the month of AUGUST your gift of PERSOMNAL CARE
ITEMS i.e. Soap, toothbrushes, washers, hair brushes, combs, scren-
chies...is gratefully appreciated. NO LIQUIDS PLEASE ie. toothpaste,
shampoos...
There is also a tube to collect money for postage. Each box is 310 to send,
Your monetary donation is gratefully accepted to assist and an altemative if
you are unable to shop for gift items.

5 8. GAMES AFTERNOON—following Knit2gether continue in fellowship
and fun fram 1.30pm-3.30pm in the Church Hall.

A SERVICE OF CELEBRATION is to be held for Marlene
Q ‘'oodham’s mother, Betty McKay, tomorrow Monday 12 August:at
C 2. Dme at St Aidan's Church, Hurstville Grove,

You're holding a cup of coffee and someone accidentally by
bumps into you, causing it to spill everywheres. B
Why did you spill the coffee?

‘Because someone bumped into me®

Wrong answer.

You spilled the coffee because there was coffee in your cup. Ifthere had
been tea in the cup, you would have spilled tea.

Whatever is inside the cup is what will spill out.

So, when life shakes you up, whatever is inside you will come out.

It's easy to pretend everything's fine until you're shaken.

S0, we have to ask ourselves, “What's in my cup?®

When life gets tough, what spills over? Joy? Gratitude? Peace?

Humility? Anger? Bitterness? A victim mentality? A tendency to quit?
Remember LIFE gives you the cup; ¥OU choose what to fill it with!

Galatians 5:22-23

EBut the Spirit preduces love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, humility, and self-control. There is no law against such things a=
thesze.


https://oatley.uca.org.au/

The Bill CTrews Foundation—Exodus Thank you everyone for your
: generous donations to Exodus. Please continue to give things that
are necessary pantry items—Ilong-life milk and non-perishable food
items i.e. canned items, rice, pasta, tea, coffee, cereals, biscuits and

KNIT2GETHER— assisted The Kogarah Storehouse with non-
. perishable food items, clothing plus a donation of 3300 from our funds
raised by our monthly gold coin donations. Lauren joined us from The
Storehouse and was overwhelmed by our wonderful donations. She gave a
short talk about the work they do, which was good to hear. All our usual drop
off places have received numerous items this month. We were invited to the
IRT VWillage at Peakhurst during the week for afternoon tea and to receive do-
nations of many knitted items and dothing for the homeless. As it is Mational
Homelessness Week it was very appropriate. IRT will now be a part of
Knit2gethier and we welcome them all. Annette Cheetham from the Village will
take care of everything there. We next meet on Saturday 24 August at
9.30am. Linda Pritchard 0487 777 210,

WEBSIT E: The Church website has been slowly updated over recent months.
It still needs some tweaking but it is letting people know that we are active.
The TABERMACLE SERMOM—If you are interested in viewing the presenta-
tion on the Tabernacle Sermon with Paul Cohen from Celebrate Messiah you
can use this link — https-fvoutn ba D TVixFVdw OR you can go to the
Podcast tab on the Church website and view it there.

% from 10.00am to 11.00am in the Church Hall. All men are invited
to join us for a good chat and some inspirational encouragement
together. Elim may not be open so you will need to get your coffee else-
where.._ | look forward to seeing you there.
Geoff Pritchard Mob: 0428 250 548,

:&. E A FEW GOOD MEN—will be meeting on Tuesday 20 August

lames 3:9-11

We use it {the tongue) te give thanks to ocur Lord and Father and also to
curse other people, who are created in the likeness of God Words of
thanksgiving and cursing pour ocut from the same mouth. My friends, this
should not happen! Mo spring of water pours ocut sweet water and bitter
water from the same ocpening.

For all pastoral matters contact Rev Alex Thomas
H: 8411 2383 : M: 0448 35 35 39 : E: alexth@optusnet.com.au

+ ..to a faithful and hely God who loves you and whose
1 .:‘}.‘_\5 grace is enough in your lite, |
L

= 1 i n ... for Fiona Dewhurst who is the SRE teacher at Ceorges
| » River College Penshurst. Pray that Term 2 is rewarding.

+ ... Tor a life that is full to brimming over with joy.

# ... Countries where there s political unrest, natural disasters and wars. Pray

zgainst evil,

Bless...

% ... our Minister Alex and his wife Elizabeth as theylead and support cur church
at O atley.

+ ... Linda and Geoff in their Pastoral Care werk.

¢ ... all our friends and loved cnes in Mursing Homes—Grace & lan McKay,
Moelene Baker and Rhonda wife of Vic Stewart, Jean Watts, Shirley Courtney
and Morma Manwaring. Surrcund them all with Geod's peace, love and protec-
tion. We thank you that you are also caring for Rex and Coral Roberts and Judy
Walsh,

¢ ...the Church Council.

+ ...for each other. Let us be a loving and encouraging community in Christ.

... for our congregation—that we grow in ministry and seek the will of God in

this place.

# ... the various prayer groups and Bible Study groups.

Upghold...

# ... the work of doctors, nurses, aid agencies in places of unrest.

# ... those whaose lives have been turned upside down because of war. Lift them
up so that they see Jesus is ever present in their lives and that you Lord would
draw many to yourself and rebuild lives.

+ ... our f arming communities. Help them to remain resilient.

% ... those doing it tough because they have no home, no regul ar meals, no job.

+ ...aid agencies who support people in distress like The Wayside Chapel, The Bill
Crews Foundation, the Storehouse, Mission Australia....

¢ ...our Government—feor good leadership, wisdom, discernment, co-operation
and collaboration. To stand for the truth and care for the disadvantage d.

¢ ...Governments across our world,

¢ ...the Uniting Church in Australia—that Ced's word is not compromised.

Let us allow the Holy Spirit toshow each of us how bestto pray—and to pray
for all these things Inthe mighty name of Jesus—Amen

Hall Bookings: Please contact Rosemary Cooper
—on 0402 428 560 — for all Hall Bookings.
Please also let her know if ?/ou would like to borrow any equipment.
Your prompt return of any borrowed items is appreciated.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO NEWSLETTER
Pip Watts—0403 758 487—Please leave a message.
OR Email: pippa0183@gmail.com
Email heading subject: NEWSLETTER




